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Grade 8 Narrative Essay Example: "First Chair" 

[The title is short but meaningful. “First Chair” immediately connects to the main 

goal of the story. In narrative essays, titles often hint at the central experience, challenge, or 

lesson.] 

I practiced the audition piece for six weeks and then forgot the first eight bars the 

moment I sat down in front of the panel. 

[This introduction starts with a problem right away, which captures the reader’s 

attention. A strong narrative essay opening often introduces conflict, tension, or surprise in 

the first sentence.] 

Orchestra auditions at our school weren't supposed to be high-stakes. The director 

said as much every year, and every year nobody believed him. First chair violin was first 

chair violin. It meant you sat closest to the conductor. It meant you played the solos. 

Everyone in the room knew what it meant. 

[This paragraph explains the importance of the event. Narrative essays should give 

readers enough context to understand why the experience mattered to the writer. Repetition 

like “It meant…” also adds emphasis and emotion.] 

I'd wanted it since fifth grade, when I watched Maya Chen play a Vivaldi solo at the 

spring concert, and the whole auditorium went quiet in a way I had never heard an auditorium 

go quiet. I didn't want to be her exactly. I just wanted to make a room go that quiet once. 

[This section explains the writer’s motivation and personal goal. Good narrative 

essays help readers understand not only what happened, but also why it mattered 

emotionally. The description of the quiet auditorium creates a vivid image and emotional 

connection.] 

So, I practiced. Every day from 4 to 5:30. My scales were clean. My bow arm was 

controlled. My teacher said she thought I had a real shot. 

[Here, the writer shows effort and preparation. Narrative essays often include a 

build-up before the main event to show the importance of the conflict and the hard work 

involved.] 

Then I sat down in front of the panel, and the piece evaporated. 

[This short sentence creates dramatic tension. Narrative writing often uses sentence 

length intentionally short sentences can make important moments feel more powerful.] 
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I don't mean I forgot it and had to stop. I mean, the notes came out of my bow in the 

right order, but from somewhere far away, as if I was watching someone else play. My hands 

knew what to do. My brain had left the building. I finished the piece, thanked the panel, 

walked back into the hallway, and stood by the water fountain for two minutes before I was 

confident my legs would carry me normally. 

[This paragraph describes emotions and physical reactions in detail. Instead of 

simply saying “I was nervous,” the writer shows nervousness through actions and sensations. 

This technique is called “show, don’t tell,” and it makes narrative essays more engaging.] 

I got the second chair. The girl who got first chair deserved it; her audition was 

genuinely better, and I knew it when I heard her later in the year. But sitting in the second 

chair at the first rehearsal was a very specific feeling, a quiet understanding that I had left 

something on the table that I'd worked hard to put there. 

[This section reflects on disappointment honestly and maturely. Narrative essays often 

include reflection about failure, growth, or difficult emotions because personal experiences 

become meaningful through reflection.] 

I kept practicing. I auditioned again in ninth grade. That time, I remembered the piece. 

[This paragraph shows perseverance and transition. Narrative essays usually move 

toward growth or change, showing how the writer responded to challenges.] 

I got first chair. The auditorium didn't go quiet in the way I'd imagined; concert hall 

silence doesn't work the way you plan for it to. But the practice of working toward 

something, losing it, and choosing to work toward it again: that part was exactly what I 

thought it would be. 

[The conclusion explains the lesson learned from the experience. Strong narrative 

essay endings often focus on personal growth, realization, or a deeper understanding instead 

of simply ending the story. The writer learns that persistence and improvement mattered more 

than the perfect moment they originally imagined.] 

 


