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Grade 7 Narrative Essay Example: "The Tent That Wasn't Enough" 

[The title gives a hint about the main problem in the story. A good narrative essay title 

should make the reader curious while also connecting to the main event or lesson.] 

The rain started at midnight, and by 1 a.m., the bottom of my sleeping bag was 

soaking through. 

[This opening immediately places the reader in the middle of the action. Narrative 

essays often begin with an interesting moment, problem, or feeling to grab attention right 

away instead of starting with background information.] 

My family had driven four hours to a campsite my dad had been promising for years. 

"No screens, no noise, just trees and stars," he said. He set up the tent (a canvas two-person 

from the garage that he was confident still worked), and we ate hot dogs over a fire that took 

forty minutes to start. By 9 p.m. I was bored in the best possible way, lying on my back in the 

dark listening to insects I couldn't name. It was actually nice. 

[This paragraph gives background information. In a narrative essay, writers explain 

who was there, where the event happened, and what the situation was before the main conflict 

began. Notice how small details, like the slow fire and the insects, help create a realistic 

picture for the reader.] 

Then the storm came in. 

[This short sentence creates suspense and signals a change in the story. Narrative 

essays often include a turning point where the problem or conflict begins.] 

I heard it in the trees first, a sound like an audience settling into seats, building slowly. 

Then the first drops on the canvas, polite at first, then insistent. My dad unzipped the tent 

door to check the sky and let in a gust that knocked over the flashlight. By the time he got it 

closed again, the rain was serious. 

[This section uses sensory details and comparisons to help readers imagine the 

moment. Good narrative writing includes sounds, sights, feelings, and sometimes smells or 

tastes so the audience feels like they are inside the story.] 

The tent held for an hour. Then the seams along the floor began to let water in, not a 

flood, just a creeping dampness that moved from the edges toward the center while we all 

pretended not to notice. My little sister noticed first. "My pillow is wet," she said, in the voice 

she uses when she's trying not to cry. 
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[Here, the conflict becomes more serious. Dialogue is used to show emotions 

naturally instead of simply explaining them. In your own narrative essay, include 

conversations or reactions to make characters feel real.] 

We ended up sleeping in the car, all four of us, windows fogged, listening to rain 

hammer the roof. My dad kept apologizing. My mom kept telling him it was fine. It wasn't 

fine exactly, but it also wasn't unfine. It was just a situation, and we were in it together. 

[This paragraph shows the emotional side of the experience. Narrative essays should 

not only describe events but also explain thoughts and feelings. Readers should understand 

how the experience affected the writer and the people involved.] 

In the morning, the sun came out, and we made coffee and sat by the fire ring and 

didn't talk about the night much. There were birds. The trees looked rinsed clean. My sister 

found a frog and held it for ten minutes. 

[This part shows the resolution, meaning the problem is over and things are calming 

down. A narrative essay usually ends the main conflict before moving into reflection or lesson 

learned.] 

Some of the best things that have happened to our family were things that went 

wrong. That camping trip is one of them. 

[The ending explains the lesson or meaning behind the experience. Strong narrative 

essays often end with reflection, showing what the writer learned or why the memory is 

important. Instead of simply ending the story, the writer connects the event to a deeper idea 

about family and life.] 


