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Fictional Narrative Essay Example: "The Last Route" 

[The title suggests both an ending and a journey. In fictional narrative essays, titles 

often carry symbolic meaning “route” here refers not only to navigation but also to a life 

purpose coming to an end.] 

The lighthouse keeper had been tending the light for thirty-one years before the letter 

arrived informing her that the light would be automated in sixty days. 

[This opening immediately establishes setting, character, and conflict. Strong fictional 

narratives often begin with a single defining event that changes everything for the 

protagonist.] 

Her name was Maren. She had come to the island at twenty-four, newly married, 

following her husband, who had wanted the solitude and the salary. He lasted three winters. 

She stayed. The solitude turned out to suit her, not because she disliked people, but because 

she had learned on the island that most of what she'd believed she needed from other people 

could be replaced by sky, water, and purpose. 

[This paragraph provides backstory and character development. In fictional narrative 

essays, background is used to explain why the character’s current situation matters 

emotionally and psychologically.] 

She read the letter twice, folded it carefully, and put it in the kitchen drawer where she 

kept things she wasn't sure what to do with. 

[This small action reveals emotional restraint. Instead of describing feelings directly, 

the writer shows how the character handles difficult news through behavior.] 

Over the following weeks, she continued her routine exactly: morning inspection of 

the lens, afternoon maintenance of the log, evening watch during the hours when fishing 

vessels moved through the outer channel. She reported three hazards. She noted unusual 

weather patterns on four occasions. She did her job as if the letter hadn't come, which was the 

only way she knew how to respond to things she couldn't change. 

[This section emphasizes routine and denial. Fictional narratives often use repetition 

and structure to show how characters cope with change through consistency and control.] 

On the fifty-ninth day, a young engineer arrived by supply boat to install the 

automation system. He was apologetic in the way of someone who has been told to expect 

resistance. She offered him coffee and showed him where everything was. He spent two days 

wiring the mechanisms into place, and on the morning of the sixtieth day, he tested the light 
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remotely from a device in his pocket. It worked. He thanked her and got back on the supply 

boat. 

[This paragraph introduces external action and transition. The arrival of the engineer 

represents change becoming unavoidable. Fictional narrative essays often introduce a 

secondary character to mark the turning point.] 

She stood on the dock and watched the boat diminish. 

[A short, visual sentence used to emphasize emotional distance and finality.] 

Then she went inside and wrote her final log entry. Weather conditions. Visibility. 

Vessel traffic. Condition of the light: good. She signed it, dated it, and set it on the pile of 

thirty-one years of identical entries, which occupied seven full shelves in the back room and 

which she suspected no one would ever read. 

[This passage highlights legacy and repetition. The accumulation of logbooks 

symbolizes years of meaningful but now devalued work. Fictional narratives often use objects 

to represent time and identity.] 

She locked the lighthouse behind her and walked to the northern point, where you 

could see both the open sea and the bay at the same time. She stood there for an hour. The 

light came on automatically at dusk, steady, reliable, indifferent, and swept across the water 

in the pattern she had set it to sweep. 

[This section contrasts human presence with automation. The emotional core of the 

story emerges through imagery rather than explanation.] 

It did its job without her. 

[A simple, powerful sentence that reinforces the theme of displacement and 

obsolescence.] 

She thought this was probably fine. She thought about it for a long time, standing at 

the northern point, until she mostly believed it. 

[The ending is intentionally ambiguous. Fictional narrative essays often conclude 

with unresolved emotion, allowing readers to interpret acceptance, resignation, or quiet loss 

in their own way.] 


